
 
 

Pflugerville prepares for western expansion 
By Christi Covington 

Even as Pflugerville’s plan for growth 
focuses on the open land to the east, 
the city is also making its final move 
west.  

The city is scheduled to annex the 
remainder of its western jurisdiction 
during the next three years. More than 
5,000 homes between Pflugerville 
Parkway to the north to near Pecan 
Street in the south will be formally 
included in the city limits.  

“We are capturing the right to zone it, so 
we can have land-use control,” 
Pflugerville Planning Director Trey 
Fletcher said. “That way we can 
maintain the quality and character of the 
area as much as any other area of 
Pflugerville that is already incorporated.”  

The annexation will encompass 
Windermere, Heatherwilde, Picadilly 
Ridge and Springbrook Meadow 
neighborhoods.  

City impact  

Once the process is complete, Pflugerville will add more than 8,000 residents from the annexation, 
motivating the city to begin preparations now.  

This year, the police department alone will hire eight more patrol officers, an inspection officer and a 
detective and buy 10 patrol vehicles at a cost of $1 million, mostly in anticipation of the annexation, 
according to city finance director Lauri Gilliam.  

The annexation of west Pflugerville began in 2002 with a study that anticipated the city would collect 
$4,394,838 in revenue from the neighborhoods, which included the ones scheduled for 2007-2009. In 
turn, the city would spend $3,710,321 out of the general funds budget.  

Fletcher said ironically many of the residents notified about the annexation thought they already lived in 
the city limits because their mailing address includes the city name.  



However, parts of major corridors such as Grand Avenue Parkway are in the city’s extraterritorial 
jurisdiction, the land Pflugerville had the exclusive right to annex.  

That meant residents living in those areas did not pay city property taxes and, in turn, did not receive city 
services such as police patrol and response.   

“The premise of annexation is to recoup the revenue from entities that are using our parks, streets and 
other services, but not paying for them,” Fletcher said.  

Planned ahead  

The first segment of the western 
annexation, which includes the Springbroo
Meadows and North Park neighborhood
will be complete this year. As required by 
state law, the annexation process began 
three years

k 
s, 

 in advance.   

 County 

Much of the mostly residential area was 
developed when it belonged in Austin’s 
extraterritorial jurisdiction. The City of Austin 
eventually released the ETJ to Pflugerville, 
according to city manager David Buesing.  

The neighborhoods are serviced by private 
utility companies, the Travis County 
Sheriff’s Department and the Travis
Emergency Service District No. 2.  

 

“This area is fairly urban,” Fletcher said. “They already have water and utility service. Their fire service by 
the county will not change since it is the same one the city uses. The most notable thing is when they call 
911 they will not get routed to the Sheriff’s department, and with the police, our hope is they will get better 
response time.”  

During the process, the annexation must get final approval by the city council after at least two public 
readings, two public hearings and negotiations monitored by a team appointed by the Travis County 
Commissioners Court. Stakeholders are chosen for the 5-member team.  

So far, the negotiation process is complete for the 2007 and 2008 phases, with the 2009  segment 
preparing to enter this stage.  

Earl Wellborn, the president of Windermere Homeowners Association, was a member of a stakeholders’ 
team and said the annexation is an important step for his neighborhood.  

“A lot of people do not want to pay city taxes,” he said. “But people demand the services associated with 
it. I can’t see us continuing as a donut in the middle of Pflugerville. It is a quality of life issue.”  



In return  

City manager David Buesing points out these residents are not 
required to pay taxes until the tax year following the year they 
are annexed.  

Some annexed in 2007 may not even pay until 2010, Buesing 
said, but he warns to prepare.  

All three of the annexed areas will receive services including 
police protection, street maintenance and the use of city 
recreational facilities. An annual family membership to the 
Pflugerville Recreation Center costs $160 for a nonresident. 
Once the annexation is complete, homeowners will pay $125 for 
the same uses.   

Due to the negotiations conducted by the team appointed by the 
commissioners court, the city can grant requests from interested 
parties affected by the annexation.  

In the phase scheduled for this year, one approved request 
provided for planting trees and shrubs along Victoria Station 
Boulevard and Royston Lane.  

The planning department said the city has between two-and-a-
half to four-and-a half-years to fulfill many of its obligations after 
the annexation. However, some “day-after services” must 
happen immediately as soon as annexation is complete.  

One example is with the police department. With the final vote 
for the 2007 annexation scheduled for Dec. 11, residents in 
Springbrook Meadows can expect to see Pflugerville Police 
Department on patrol by Dec. 12.  

 


