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Last week brought the release of 2009 estimates from the U.S. Census Bureau’s 
American Community Survey (ACS). While another Census program, Population 
Estimates, provides annual counts of population by age, sex, and race and Hispanic 
origin for states, metros, and counties, the ACS is the source for data on the 
demographic, social, economic, and housing characteristics of the population.  Most 
geographic areas with a population of 65,000 will have new data annually in the 
ACS.* The ACS has been available since 2002 and the data it provides corresponds 
to what had previously been collected in the Decennial Census’ long form 
questionnaire. 
 
Here’s a sampling of findings from the 2009 ACS for the 5-county Austin 
Metropolitan Statistical Area: 
•   Population is estimated at 1,705,075 and households at 614,047. 
•   Median age is 32.4 years, compared to 36.8 years nationally. 
•   The population over 65 is estimated at 134,124 or 7.9%, compared to 12.9% 
nationally. 
•   The Hispanic population is 30.7% compared to 15.8% nationally. 
•   The percent of the population aged 25 and over with a bachelor’s degree or 
higher is 38.7%, compared to 27.9% nationally. 
 

 

http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DatasetMainPageServlet?_program=ACS&_submenuId=&_lang=en&_ts=
http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.html
http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.html


•   The population enrolled in college or graduate school is 148,329 or 31.2%, 
compared to 27.9% nationally. 
•   The percent of the population 16 years and over in the labor force is 72.7%, 
compared to 65.3% nationally. 
•   Management and professional occupations account for 42.1% of jobs held 
by the civilian employed population, compared to 35.7% nationally. 
•   The self-employed total 93,043, or 10.6% of the civilian employed population, 
compared to 10.0% nationally. 
•   Migrants in 2009 total 116,234 or 6.9% of the population aged one year and 
over in the metro area, compared to 4.5% for all U.S. metros. 

Back to Top  

 

•   The mean travel time to work is 24.9 minutes, compared to 25.1 minutes nationally. 
•   The percent driving alone to work is about the same as nationally, 76.0% vs. 76.1% 
nationally. Those commuting to work via public transit is only 2.8%, compared to 5.0% 
nationally, but more work at home, 5.9%, compared to the 4.3% nationally. 
•   Median household income is $56,218 compared to $50,221 nationally. 
•   Median earnings for a male full-time, year-round worker is $44,881, 1.3% below the 
national earnings. Median earnings for a female full-time, year-round worker is $38,025, 
7.0% above the national earnings. 
•   Health insurance covers 79.5% of the civilian noninstitutional population, compared to 
84.9% nationally. 
•   Of the 385,985 family households, 9.5% have incomes below the poverty level, 
compared to 10.5% nationally; and 14.8% of the 198,733 family households with own 
children under 18 years are in poverty, compared to 16.6% nationally. 
•   The median value of an owner-occupied home is $189,300 compared to $185,200 
nationally. Renters pay a median rent of $909, compared to $842 nationally. 
•   Foreign-born total 249,240, or 14.6%, compared to 12.5% nationally. A larger portion 
of these are not naturalized (71.3%) compared to the nation (56.3%). 
 

http://austinchamber.com/LiveWork/Economic/report.html#top


The Census Bureau makes the ACS data available through its American FactFinder 
query system. There is an array of means in FactFinder to drill into what you want, 
whether you want a diverse range of data for one geographic area, or limited set of 
variables for a large number of geographies. Users usually need to experiment a bit to 
find the most expedient way to download the data they need. A basic set of data for 
each geographic area is presented in FactFinder’s 4-table “Data Profile.” I’ve assembled 
the data from each of the Data Profiles for the Austin MSA, Texas, the U.S., as well as 
the metro counties (Bastrop, Hays, Travis, and Williamson) and the metro cities (Austin 
and Round Rock) available in the 1-year estimates. 
 
* If you’d like my Excel file as a starter for delving into the ACS, email me. 
 
*Smaller geographic areas are also covered by the ACS, but due to sample size issues, 
estimates for these areas are for 3-year or 5-year spans, rather than 1-year estimates. 
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