
 
 

Central Texas Economy In Perspective 
By Beverly Kerr, Vice President, Research Austin Chamber of Commerce 
  
 
The Austin metropolitan area added 15,200 jobs, or 2.0% in the 12 months ending in December 
according to Friday’s release of preliminary payroll jobs numbers by the Texas Workforce 
Commission and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. This is a somewhat more moderate year-
over-year growth rate than had been seen in recent months. Year-over-year growth has been as 
high as 2.4% in July and August and 2.3% in October. Texas 12-month change was 2.3% this 
month and this is the first instance this year of Austin’s growth lagging the state. 
  

 
 
Jobs in Austin are down from November to December, by 3,000, in the not seasonally adjusted 
series. The month-to-month change is negative on a seasonally adjusted basis as well—by 
0.2% or 1,200 jobs.  On the seasonally adjusted basis, Texas jobs are up 0.2% while the 
national jobs total is up by 0.1% in December. 
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