
 
  

 

by Beverly Kerr, Austin Chamber of Commerce Vice President of Research 

 
Many of these "Economic Indicators" items in @theChamber focus on the labor market and, thus far in 
the current recession, usually tell something about Austin's experience of job growth and unemployment 
departing from trends elsewhere.   
 
A recent piece in the online magazine Slate provides a remarkable illustration of how the economic crisis 
has moved through the country, striking the most vulnerable regions first and its subsequent spread: 
When Did Your County's Jobs Disappear? An interactive map of vanishing employment across the 
country. [Scroll down on Slate's page until you see the map, then click "start" then the green go arrow.] 
Slate uses county level data from the Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) federal/state 
cooperative program from which produces estimates of civilian labor force, employment and 
unemployment.  The numbers on Slate's series of 26 interactive maps represent the year-over-year 
change in employment over all months from January 2007 to February 2009.  
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