
March 8, 2011 D7

See A DAY WITH, D9

What is this worth?

Win Stuff!!! There’s more great stuff inside

Only a few 1913 
Liberty Head nick-
els were produced, 
all without the 
authority of the 
U.S. Mint, making 
them the most 
coveted coin
in  American

numismatics. What do you think it’s worth? Call Inside Line at 
(512) 416-5700 and enter category number 7883 (STUF). Pick 
the correct answer and enter for a chance to win $50. 

DOONESBURY
D8

KENKEN
D9

MALLARD FILLMORE
D8

SCRABBLE
D10

STUFF

The “Stuffologist”

Do you remember 
the workplace of 
years gone by? Maybe
everyone smoked in the 
office, or every guy was in 
a suit and tie. Lunch was at 
the Hoffbrau and women in 
top management, well, didn’t 
exist. Share your memories and 
photos via e-mail to stuffolo-
gist@statesman.com or mail 
it to The Stuffologist, Austin 

American-Statesman, P.O. 
Box 670, Austin, TX 78767.
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Each row and each column must 
contain the numbers 1 through 4 
(easy) or 1 through 6 (challenging) 
without repeating.

The numbers within the heavily 

●

●

outlined boxes, called cages, must 
combine using the given operation 
(in any order) to produce the target 
numbers in the top-left corners. 

Freebies: Fill in single-box cages with 
the number in the top-left corner.

●

3-8-11

1:45 p.m. — HER 
OTHER LIFE

Puckett spends the next 
hour going to the bank, 
picking up and delivering 
lunch to her sophomore son 
(“The ladies at the office 
know me quite well as the 
one who can’t get her son 
to school with lunch.”) and 
grabbing something for 
herself at La Salsa.

2:55 p.m. — BACK AT 
THE OFFICE

The rest of the day 
is spent on paperwork. 
One striking thing about 
Puckett’s listings – she’s 
successful taking all comers. 
Her listings board includes 
a property that rents for 
$1,200 a month and a $1.9 
million home in Barton 
Creek.

Q&A

How do you get so many 
listings?

“Here’s how ... (On the 
board) you saw a little 
$150,000 house in Buda, 
Texas. That was a past 
client that I sold a house 
to 10 years ago. And I 
always keep up with my 
past clients. . . . So, 10 years 
later, when he’s ready to sell 
his house, who did he call? 
He called me because he 
remembered me, because I 
kept up with him. If I had 
dropped him like a hot po-
tato 10 years ago and said I 
never want to drive to Buda, 
Texas, again, he would have 
called Keller Williams or 

Coldwell Banker or Pru-
dential. But he called me. 
I would never turn down a 
past client. I have deals on 
that board where I might 
have sold a $500,000 house 
to the parents, and then the 
kid gets out of college and 
all of a sudden they want a 
$150,000 condo. I don’t say, 
‘I don’t work in the $150,000 
market.’ I work for my 
clients, and if they’re past 
clients I cherish them.”

What was your first list-
ing?

A $120,000 home in 
North Acres in Northeast 
Austin. “When I was new in 
the business, I sent ‘I’m new 
in the business’ postcards to 
all my kids’ teachers. This 
was one of the teachers.

Why don’t you stick with 
high-end properties? 

“Why would I want to do 
that? They might sell more 
slowly.”

Downside? 
“Driving around clients 

in 100-degree heat and then 
they never buy.”

What does it take to be a 
good agent? 

Self-motivation. “If some-
one here complains about 
how they’re not making 
money, go kick your own 
butt. Real estate is three 
steps forward and two steps 
back. You have to have the 
self-discipline to want to do 
this.”

LaDonna Massad is an 
Austin freelance writer.

A day with a top area Realtor

Photos by LaDonna Massad

Whether it’s a multimillion-dollar downtown condo or a starter 
home for a couple, Gay Puckett works with all kinds of buyers.

Continued from D7

One of Puckett’s many awards 
for selling millions of dollars in 
real estate a year.

On a whiteboard, Puckett 
writes her goals for the year. 
In 2011, she’s aiming for a 
whopping $18 million.

What does it take to be a good real estate agent? ‘If someone 
here complains about how they’re not making money, go kick 
your own butt,’ she said. 
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