
 

 
 

 



  

 PUBLIC SAFETY 

Austin police: Homicides fell in 2008 

The number of slayings, 23, was about average for a year, 

official says 
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Sunday, February 15, 2009  

The number of homicides in Austin dropped from 30 in 2007 to 23 in 2008. The drop does not 

mark a significant statistical change, said Shelia Hargis, a crime analysis supervisor for the 

Austin Police Department.  

The department released an analysis recently outlining the homicides. As of Friday, arrests had 

been made in 17 of the 2008 cases.  

There are three unsolved cases in which police have no suspects, said Austin police Sgt. Hector 

Reveles. There are also three cases in which warrants have been issued but suspects have not 

been arrested, Reveles said.  

A gun was used in all but five of the homicides last year, compared with 13 of the 30 slayings in 

2007.  

Five of the victims last year were either related to the person accused of killing them or the 

suspect was their significant other, police said. In 2007, there was only one such case.  

There has been one homicide in 2009, police said.  
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